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Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therin by any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an 
endorsement or support for any portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by the author. All such material represents 
a comment and/or personal opinion of the author.

ON THE COVER
A large flowering Hoodia gordonii. I have had this plant for sev-
eral years, and planted it in the ground two years ago. It has done 
amazingly well since I planted it out and it’s currently sporting 
more than 100 fly-covered flowers. This plant is native to the  Ka-
lahari desert region of Southern Africa. According to some re-
ports that I have read, this, and some of the other Hoodia species, 
are supposed to be difficult to grow. To the contrary, I have found 
the opposite to be true - as long as you put them in the ground.

Photo taken April 2010 © Laurence Garvie
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APRIL SPEAKER
Sonoran Desert Life: 

Understanding, Insights, and Enjoyment
Featuring: Dr. Gerald A. Rosenthal

When: Sunday, April 25th, 2 pm  
Where: Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

Gerald A. Rosenthal is a retired professor of biological sciences 
and toxicology. He spent his career engaged in distinguished re-
search and teaching in botany and plant biochemistry, and he has 
traveled the world for nearly four decades observing and photo-
graphing its major plant communities. A resident of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, he has lived in, hiked, and studied the Sonoran Desert 
for ten years.

Rosenthal’s book is of the same name as his topic this month, So-
noran Desert Life: Understanding, Insights, and Enjoyment.  John 
Alcock, who spoke to our group last year and who is Regents’ Pro-
fessor of Biology, Arizona State University, and author of Sonoran 
Desert Spring said this about the book, “The author has admirably 
achieved his goal of guiding the desert enthusiast toward a more 
sophisticated, more accurate, and ultimately a more enjoyable 
appreciation of the Sonoran Desert.”   Many of the photos in the 
book were taken at the Wallace Desert Garden.
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Programs & Workshops	............................	 Lee Brownson
Publications & Publicity	............................	Cynthia Robinson
Newsletter Editor	........................................	 Laurence Garvie		
		  lgarvie@cox.net
Membership	..................................................	 Doug Dawson or
		  Jo Davis
		  480-839-3792	
Finance	............................................................	 Wayne Whipple
Plant Rescue	..................................................	 Robert&Cheryl Brown		
		  480-664-9409
		  rp62@intergate.com
Library	.............................................................	 Erik Anderson
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2009 Show	......................................................	 Tom Rankin &
		  Sue Tyrrel
2009 Sale	........................................................	 Steve Martinez			
		  602-688-4339
Refreshments	................................................	 Melinda Louise
Field Trips	......................................................	 Gard Roper and
		  Steve Martinez
By-Laws	...........................................................	 Lois Schneberger
Web-Site	.........................................................	 Melinda Louise

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society
Plant-of-the-Month Selection - a.k.a. Mini Show

Succulents: Asclepiads
Cacti: Ariocarpus
Please bring your favorite plants in the genera listed above. 
In fact, if you have any plant that is looking especially fantastic 
right now and would like to show it off then bring it in!
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Wow, ... where did the first third of the year go?  Well 
I must be having a lot of fun then right?  I sure am!  
I write this one day after our 2010 Show and Sale 
wrapped up, and it was a great event.  We had fifteen 
wonderful vendors selling fabulous plants and pots, 
so if you didn’t get by there you missed out on a lot 
of cool stuff.  We had over 400 plants entered as well,  
however, these were all entered by only twenty or so 
exhibitors.  We had hoped for more participation, so 
next year we need to do better.  We did have a good 
group of volunteers however, and I thank all of you 
who were helping  to make the event a success.  This 
is such a great time of year; cool nights and mornings, 

and warm days making for good growing conditions.  
I hope your plants are all blooming and thriving and 
that you are taking the time to enjoy them!  I spend 
every morning coffee and every evening Chai tea latte 
with my plants.  It really lets me relax and center my 
thoughts, and sometimes  I  just sit there not thinking 
about too much at all! Next on the agenda is the Cali-
fornia trip.  We have it 95% complete as far as itinerary 
and price, and within a few days we will e-mail out the 
whole package and price.  I hope to have this by the 
April 25th meeting.  

See you there … Steve

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

From the editor ... 										          Laurence Garvie

The May issue of the Central Spine will be my last as edi-
tor.  I am hoping to have some articles to print in that issue 
...  so please do not be shy, send me your writings. Almost 
any cactus- and succulent-related topic will do such as plant 
descriptions, travelogues, poems, cooking recipes, secret 
growing tips, favorite nurseries etc. Assuming that I get a 

reasonable number of contributions, I need time to put the 
May issue of the Central Spine together. So, please send me 
(lgarvie@cox.net) your contributions by May 18th. This 
gives you more than three weeks to find an hour or so to put 
something together. As I have said before, even a photo with 
an extended figure caption counts as a contribution. 

Hesperocallis undulata (Ajo lily) One of the few Arizona geophytes flowering March 2010 in the North Maricopa Mountain Wilderness.
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PLANT QUESTIONS??? 					          WHOM TO CONTACT!!! 
Many CACSS members have experience with different kinds of succulent plants. I hope they will add their names to the 
following list ( just call or e-mail Bob Torrest). For now the list is simply alphabetical with principal interests. When more 
members add their information, the list will be cross-referenced by topic. 

DOUG DAWSON 
480-893-1207 

dawsonlithops@hotmail.com

Specializations include Flora of Namibia, Growing from Seed, 
Lithops, other Mesembs, and Melocactus. 

MIKE GALLAGHER 
602-942-8580 

mgallagher26@cox.net 

Specializations include Aloes, Haworthias, Columnar Cacti, and 
Turbinicarpus. 

STEVE PLATH 
623-915-7615 

revegdude1@juno.com 

Specializations include Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, 
Cyphostemma, Echinocereus, Fouquieria, Thelocactus, General 
Propagation, and Desert Revegetation.

CYNTHIA ROBINSON 
602-615-2261 

crobin500@msn.com 

Specializations include Flora of Madagascar, Growing from 
Seed, Caudiciform & Pachycaul Succulents, Aloes, Apocynaceae, 
Burseraceae, Euphorbiaceae, Fouquieriaceae, and Succulent 
Bonsai.

BOB TORREST 
480-994-3868 

robertst9114@msn.com 

Specializations include Desert Landscaping, Unusual (including 
Rare Fruit) Trees and Shrubs, Aloes, Agaves, Columnar Cacti, 
Trichocereus, and Opuntia. 


